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UPON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, LET EVERY ONE OF COU 7 Mw 
LAY BY HIM IN STORE, AS GOD HATH PROSPERED HIM, THAT 
THERE BR NO GATHERINGS WHEN I COME, 2 COR. xvi. 2. 
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Dran BRETHREN AND SISTERS fu CHRIST Jesus; 


As I have publiſhed to the world a Bank of 
Faith, T have now formed a plan to raiſe, and keep 
ſupplied; a Blxk of Charity, in our Church; that the 
Lord's poor, fick, and aged, among us, may have 
Tome reſource to fly to in times of neceſſity. 

FixzsT—with wiſhing grace, mercy; and peace 
I think it my duty to inform you, that I am at times 
orievouſly burdened; (eſpecially in the winter /ea- 
Jon) week after week; and day after day; with the 
tepeated complaints of the ſick, the afflicted, and 
the diſtreſſed; My firſt application, upon ſuch emefr- 
gencies, is to my own pocket; and, when that fails, 
(as f is often the caſe) my next reſoutce is, either ta 
berrow in my own name, beg df the gentlemen in the 
Veſtry, or elſe collect from the pulpit. The firſt lays 
me under many obligations; the ſecond is burdening 
a few, while others are eaſed, 2 Cor. vili. 13. and 
the Ja opens the mouths of n about too much i 
collecting. | 5; 
Theſe outgoings * Wege laid me ſo bare, 
that J have been fearful of marring ming own —— . 
A ano 


(4 ) 

tance, inſtead of clearing off the Chapel- debt: and, 
at other times, I have been almoſt ready to join with 
Moſes in his peeviſh petition, ſaying, * Have I 
te conceived all this people? have I begotten them? 
e Whence ſhould 1 have fleſh to give to all this 
« people? For they weep unto me, ſaying, © Give 
« us fleſh,” I am not able to bear all this people 
te alone, betauſe- it is too heavy for me. And, if 
© thou deal thus with me, kill me out of hand, and | 
. te jet me not ſee my wretchedneſs. I want others 
o bear the burden with me, and not bear it all 
5 e myſelf. Numb, chap. xi. For one calls on me 
for bread; another, to pay his rent; a third, to diſ- 
charge his doctor s bill; a fourth, to tedeem bis gar. 
ment laid to pledge; while a fifth ſends me an anony- 
mous letter, | deſcribing a deſpetate cafe; and con- 
cluding with crying“ Shame of ſuch ſufferings in 
ca Chriſtian country!” as they term it. As if the 
« daily miniſtrations of all the Grecian widows were 
de fallen to my, lot.” As, vi. 1. Not les than 
wo or three guineas in a week have at times gone 
E = out of my pocket towards the relief of theſe, when it 
was my duty 20 have paid the chapel and my own law- 
 - ful debts firſt; as God does not approve of, robbery 
fur burnt-offerings, Iſa. Ixi. 8. But itis impoſſible that | 
4 it ſnould be done, if, like Martha, J am left to 
ſerve tables alone, and the Lord does not bid y 


fifter Mary help me, Luke, x. 40,——for my family 


5 both at home and abroad; inſomuch, thaf. 
" TG have 
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I have ſtood amazed at the innumerable petitions 
which have been made or ſent to me; (eſpecially, as it 
is ſo well known whata ſhare of poverty, hunger, cold, 
and nakedneſs, has fallen to my ſhare by the way: 
beſides the Chapel-debt to clear by it's own income, 
without begging or collecting any part thereof from 
other Churches —and having had fhirteen chil- 
aren born to me, eight of which are now living. 
Indeed, I have been ready to conclude, at times, 
that my petitioners have been paſt feeling, otherwiſe 
they never could have burdened a poor individual 
with ſuch numberleſs complaints, who was bin/elf 
ſent out without either purſe or ſcrip. | : 
I have often intreated the Almighty either to fur- | 
niſh my pocket for the relief of theſe, or ſend them 
to another door: but in this matter I could never 
prevail; for I was ſure to have four or five in one 
day, if I happened to be without a ſhilling in the 
houſe, which has frequently been the caſe. By theſe 
means, my ftudies have been much interrupted; my 
_ thoughts ſcattered; and my mind fo embittered, that 
my ſupplicants could hardly get a fight of me; and, 
if a fight, not a civil anſwer from me—for, where 
there is nothing to be had, the king muſt loſe his 
right. At times, I have been ready to conclude. 
that God never ſent them to me, as be knew that, 
at ſuch times, there was no proviſion for them in my 
hands. However, 1 believe that Providence per- 
5 | We eee 1 | 


66 ; 
mitted them to purſue and drive me into ſuch 4 
corner, that I might alarm the whole Houſhold, 
while God would zouch the hearts of others of the family 
to eaſe me of this burden: for, as age and weakneſs 
are creeping on me, the miniftry, and the cares of 
my own family, are work enough for me, Fhe church, 
and my own houſe, are my province, but not the care 
of all the poor, I find it work enough to get the 
bread of life to feed the Lord's Houſhold : to this 
work He ſent me, but not to the other; therefore 
it is not reaſon that J ſhould leave the worFof 
„ God, and ſerve tables.” Acts, vi. 2 

There is ſomething of this fort ſet on foot in 
other communities, for the relief of the fick poor, called 
\ The Sick Man's Friend. But we would not with this to 
ſtand upon ſo broad a bottom; for the bounty of that is 
extended to all to unbelievers as well as to the bouſe- 

bold of faith. Certain it is that the people of the world, 
| who have their portian in this life, are far richer 1 in 
temporal things than the Church of God. Our 
- liberality myſt be copfined to the poor of the Lord's 
family. Zion's ey belongs to the houſbel 
of faith. 
The world have got Shot poor always with alem, 
hs when: they will they may do them good. And the 
charity of the world is limited to it's own poor: 
Sinners love finners—The World hives it's own, but 


hates thoſe who are chgſen out of it, and who are not | 


b 8 If ever the earth help the woman, — xii. 16. ) 
phe: | it 


* * 
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is not done intentionally. We are to do good unto 
all men, but eſpecially to the Bouſbold of faith. Thus: 
it appears that the World hath got it's poor, and the 
Lord hath got his poor alſo, 

The poor in ſpirir are the Lord's poor; a the 
needy among them are the objects of Zion's benevo- 
| tence, and are entitled to her alms: Forget not the 

congregation of Tay PooR for ever, Pſalm Ixxiv. 19. 
Fe ſhall judge the people in righteouſneſs, and 
« THY Poor with judgment,” Pſalm Ixxii. 2. Who- 
fever foall give to drink, unto one of theſe little ones, 
a cup of cold water only, in the name of a diſciple, 
verily T ſay unto you, he ſhall in no wi ie loſe his yu 
| Matt. K. 42. + 
For although we are commanded to do good unto 
all men; to love our enemies; give, lend, and hope 
for nothing of it again yet the promiſed bleſſing 
is to thoſe who love Cnzisr, and relieve HIx in 
his members: © was an hungred, and ye gave 
« Mx meat; thirſty, and ye gave Mz drink, &c.“ 
Matt: xv. 34. But, as to thoſe who do not relieve | 
CnzisrT, their charity ſtands for nothing in his ac- 
count: Then ſhall be anſwer them, ſaying, Verily 
I Jay unto you, inaſmuch 45, ge did it not unto ! 2 LEAST , 
or THESE, ye did it not unto Me. An theſe ſhall gs 
away into everlaſting puniſhment, Matt. xxv. 45, 4b; 4 


_ In obedience to this, be DiscieLes, every man aa. 


wording to bis ability, determined to fend relief unto. 
A4 | 3 e 


e223 
the BaETun Eu which dwelt in Jude; which lf they 
did, Acts, xi. 29. 

Ikf believers have [unconverted] widews, they are 
to confine their charity to them at home—being 
bound to them by the ties of blood or affinity— 
but the Caurcn #s not to be charged with them, 
(1 Tim. v. 16.) for Sax is under no obligation to ſuh, 
though a ſingle member may: and, if the Church is not 
to be charged with a member's relations, ſhe is not 
to be charged with the poor and ſick of this world. 
When the Gentiles come to the light, and kings to the 
brightneſs of Zion's riſing, they ſhall bring Gol p and 
Incenss with them (Iſa. lx. 3. 6.) into the church. 
They are to $UBMIT themſelves with Pixcks or SIL- 
* vER, (Pſalm 1xviii. 30.) as the young diſciples really 
did when they laid their WEALTH Gt the apoſtles feet. 
But draining the church of God to relieye the world 
cannot be called coxsxcx ATN their Gain, unto the 
Logp, and their SUBSTANCE unto the Lorp of the 
whole earth, Mic. iy, 13. for the Saviour declares, | 
of it be not done unto one of bis LITTLE Onxa, 4 it LY 

not DONE air HIN. „ 
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© Havigg laid this matter befor the Deacons, we 
bene ad. TY the following Plan, | | 


| . ARTICLE . NE NS 
Anv Cain whether in church-communion a 
favour the Lord's cauſe and people, are at liberty to give or 
ſend their free-will offerings to this Bank, with or without 
their names, juſt as they W wy they pleaſe, 8 
8 pleaſe. | 


wein ARTICLE „„ * 


Any perfon who may reap any ſpiritual benefit f from ths 
miniſtry, and who may be inclined to leave or bequeath -- 
any thing to this Bank, it-will be ſecured, if left to the ap- 
pointed Bankers (hereafter named) of the Bank of Charity, 
at Proyidence Wn for the relief of the poor. 1 


4 ARTICLE: 1, 


Thoſe who chuſe to ſubſcribe, ſhall be at liberty A 
what they pleaſe; but none ſhall ſubſcribe leſs than Sr. 
| . 2 pence 


6 5 
ve nee per Month—for thoſe who cannot afford that, had. 
better give nothing: for which pape a Bock ſhall * 
er and proper accounts kept. | 


. ARTICHE IV. 


re t times of payment ſhall de on the firſt Thurſday after the 
appointed day of breaking bread, from Four o'clock in the 
Afternoon till Eight in the Evening, at the Veſtry; at 
which times the Bazkers ſhall attend: 4nd on Mufhi 
Evening, and on Wedneſday Evening, from Five till 1 olf 
paft Sir o'clock; fo that there be no gatherings When 1 


come to preach, 1 — XVI. 2. 2. 
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ARTICEE V. 


John Stephenſon, of Duke Street, and Thomas Beſt, of Covens 
ene ue are nominated Bankers of this Bank; who hall 

- receive and keep the caſh, keep an account of what is re= 
-.; ceived in and paid qut, and be accountable for the ſame: 
and, if it be needful to call in more to aſliſt, or to ſucceed 
te above-mentioned perſons, in caſe of ſickneſs or hurry - 
of buſineſs, others of hong report, full of the Holy Ghoſt 
and wiſdom, ſballbe appointed over this buſineſs as we would 
0 like to burden our miniſter with the diſtribution of the 
money, any farther than to give his judgment: But let him 
. give himſelf continually to-preyer, and to the min fry 15 the 
AK Vr eee 15 


" ARTICLE 1 vi. | 


The "PM ſhall be open for the inspection of any ta 
- ®Subſcriber, or Donator; and at the General Meeting, 


ann 10 iſtmas, an account ſhall be gi of 
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(a 
- the ſums paid nf heſoms pid nd fac the 
in the . : 


| ARTICLE VII. 
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No perſons mall be entitled to relief from this Bank but the 
Members of the Church who are in church-fcllowilyp 
with us: for thoſe that fear God, and are given to boſpi- 
ality, are to diſtribute ta the NECESSITY of the SAINTS, 
: Rom. xii. 13. The contribution gathered by Paul was for 
| the PooR. SAINTS; and God tells them, it is their duty to 
MINISTER to THEM, Rom. xy. 26, 27. and not to 1 
the children's bread, and caſt it unto dogs, 


ARTICLE III. 


If a male ond Member of the Church have a ſick * ; 
or a ſick huſband, who are unbelievers, the Member tall 4 
be entitled to relief the man and his wife being one: The 
. mwnbelieving wife is ſauctiſed by the faith of Pe; 
n are clean Wannen vii. 50 385 


ARTICLE IX. 


Every perſon that applies for relief ſhall have two Members 
to recommend them, that they are perſons of indiſim, 

| ſobriety, and of hongft report, that the Church be not im- 
poſed upon by perſons who are diſorderly, and who work not 
at all; for 8UCH are commanded by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that with quietneſs they work, and eat their owN BREAD, 
2 Thefl. i i. 1 12, 


"AB TICLE X. 


This Bank e to pay enormous l 
2 is not * to bo 0 20 to do- but for the preſent re- 
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_ . hef of the Poor, the Sick, and the Aged. No certain ſum, 
| therefore, can be fixed; it muſt be left ta the judgment of 
the = op and 2 who eee caſe, 
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ARTICLE, . 


we think ourſelves juſtifiable in copfining the Bank to'the 
Members of the Church only; as there are legions who 
go from place to place to hear the Goſpel, who have na 

* knowledge of it, nor love to it, but only to get a liveli- 
hood in idleneſs. Numbers of theſe have waited upon us 

1 einde both at Providence Chapel and in the City; 
who informed us how long they had fat under our miniſtry, 
when not one of us ever ſaw their faces before. Theſe, 
ke drone- bees in the hive, devour what the induſtrious 
lay in ſtore for the winter. To relieve ſuch is encourag- 
ing idleneſs, robbing the poor of God's people, ſuffering 
2. 3 to be impaſed upon by Satan, and countenancing 
the worſt of hypocrites: for, as they are no gods which 
are made with hands, hy. no converts lich are 
made with money To 


r 


ARTICLE. XII. 


9 


I 5 Sen any tout who are diſaffected either to the nn 
dr the people, take umbrage at this, they may ſignify the 
fame before the new tolens of admiſſian come out, and 
withdraw themſelves; as we would not wiſh to tie or con- 
nne any perſons to us longer than while they are profited 
by the miniſtry. Our end in view is to aſſiſt the poof and 
8 2 needy, that our miniſter may go on with his warfare with- 
4 bdbut being entangled with the affairs of this life, and that he : 


RR. Rudd. Hun robo nee him tobe a rs : 
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ARTICLE: XIII. 


We are aware that this Bank of 'Gharity will nals ani 
converts, and bring - numbers of poor into the Church. 
To prevent the abuſe of this our liberality, we have 
chat every perſon who ſhall offer himſelf, or herſelf, as a 
Member of the Church, after we have heard a reaſon of 
their hope, and a confeſſion of their faith, before ever a 
token or ticket of admiſſion be given to ſuch perſons, the 
names of ſuch perſons, and their places of abode, ſhall be 
- publiſhed from the Clerk's deſk on the Lord" 8 Day ; > 
and on the ſame day their names ſhall be put up in 
writing on the inſide of each of the Chapel-doors ; that 
if any Member can ſhew any cauſe, or knows any miſ- 
- -'condu& in ſuch perſons, why they ſhould not be received 
into Chitfeh-fellowſhip, they may certify the ſamez 
which is more agreeable to us, than to bring every 
timorous perſon who may offer himſelf as a Member to 
give in his experience before a Church of near fix hun- 
dred in number. A believer may be able to tell all that fer | 
God, if they come unto him, what God has done: for his ſoul, —. * 
vrho would be quite confounded when brought before a A 
. Le "1" T3 vi iT Yao. 5 
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Ak Tief zii. 


That new tokens, or tickets of admiſſion, be printed imme- 
diately, of a different colour from the old ones; and each 
Member be furniſhed with one before the Subſcription be 
opened, that ſome few, whoſe conduct and converſation 
are reprehenſible, may be purged from us. | 


ARTICLE n 


tx) 
AD: XV. 


11 is allo "PN that any. perſon who ſhall . 2 
* ſhall apply to the Bankers on Monday or Wedneſday 
evening, in the Veſtry, and not go after them to their own 
„ to hinder them in their buſineſs: as we are com- 
manded to be diligent in 88 as tuell as Ca in the 

x Lords es 5 py 


| | ARTICLE: XVI: | 


The Subſerip ption to open, and cominence from; Monday 
" the 22d of F ebruary 1790: 


2 7 


1 Alt this the Lord made us underſtand in writ- 
e ing, by his good hand upon us—even all the 
1 * works of this LES I Chron. xxviii. 9 
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WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, 

TS JOHN BRAYNE, - - JOHN STEPHENSON, 
THOMAS AES T. : A ROBERT RANDALL, 
SAMUEL CARNALL, JAMES DAVIDSON, 
"JAMES BAKER, GARNET TERRY. 


